Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of May 13, 2018 Acts 1:1-11

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

' In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. > After
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. * While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard
from me; > for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ” He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ®But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” °When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. '°While he was going and they were gazing up
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ™ They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.”

New International Version (NIV)

LIn my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. > After his suffering, he presented
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared
to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. * On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about.’ For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”



® Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going
to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

”He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.”

? After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

°They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. ' “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven.”

Connection Questions:
1. How should these last words of Jesus shape the world perspective of all
Christians?

2. How does the work of the Holy Spirit relate to the work of missions?

3. How do you need the Spirit of God to more effectively work in you so that
you are a better witness? How can you be more strategic in your
witnessing?



