Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of April 22, 2018

Acts 3:1-10

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
1

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at
three o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried in.
People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so
that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3 When he saw Peter
and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4 Peter looked
intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on
them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no
silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 Jumping up, he stood and
began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and
praising God. 9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they
recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate
of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him.
New International Version (NIV)
1

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at
three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried
to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those
going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he
asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said,
“Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something
from them.
6

Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped
him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his
feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking
and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and
praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at
the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him.
1

Connection Questions:
1. Last week we read about the beauty of the early church community.
This week we read about Peter and John “out about town.” Discuss the
flow of the Christian life between church community and world.

2.

When the lame man asked Peter and John for alms they looked intently at
him and offered words of healing (no silver or gold). How do you feel when
you see persons on the corner asking for alms? Can you look? What can you
offer them?

3.

What kinds of struggles do people face from early life, perhaps? How does
Jesus bring hope to those needs?

4.

When new life or healing arises in a previously “stuck” situation, what or
whom do we thank? How are such shifts a sign of the kingdom of God?
How could you be more open to new life?
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