Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of January 21, 2018

James 2:14-17; Matthew 25:31-40

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not
have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,”
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith
by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
~ James 2:14-17
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”
~Matthew 25:31-40
Common English Bible (CEB)
14
My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do
nothing to show it? Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it? 15 Imagine a
brother or sister who is naked and never has enough food to eat. 16 What if one of
you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice meal!”? What good is it if you
don’t actually give them what their body needs? 17 In the same way, faith is dead
when it doesn’t result in faithful activity.
~James 2:14-17
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New Living Translation (NLT)
31
“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his
presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 34
Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For
I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a
stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me
clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’
37
Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry
and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and
show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see
you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth,
when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were
doing it to me!’”
~ Matthew 25:31-40

Connection Questions:
1. What kinds of needs are addressed in Matthew 25:31-40? Who can address
such needs?

2.

What steps make it possible to address such needs? What attitudes and
behaviors make it possible to address such needs?
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3.

According to Matthew 25:41-46, who would those persons have been
willing to help? What reward would they have wanted for that help? Is that
generosity?

4.

James notes that “faith without works is dead.” How do you understand
this?

5.

William Barclay says that having faith without works is like having a body
without a soul. Discuss.
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