Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of November 5, 2017

Genesis 33:1-11

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So
he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. 2He put the
maids with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and
Joseph last of all. 3He himself went on ahead of them, bowing himself to the
ground seven times, until he came near his brother.
4

But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed
him, and they wept. 5When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he
said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has
graciously given your servant.” 6Then the maids drew near, they and their
children, and bowed down; 7Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed
down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8Esau
said, “What do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To
find favor with my lord.” 9But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what
you have for yourself.” 10Jacob said, “No, please; if I find favor with you, then
accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your face is like seeing the face
of God—since you have received me with such favor. 11Please accept my gift that
is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have
everything I want.” So he urged him, and he took it.

New International Version (NIV)
Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he
divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the
female servants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel
and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground
seven times as he approached his brother.
4

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his
neck and kissed him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women
and children. “Who are these with you?” he asked.
Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.”
1

6

Then the female servants and their children approached and bowed down. 7 Next,
Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel,
and they too bowed down.
8

Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?”

“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said.
9

But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for
yourself.”
10

“No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from
me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received
me favorably. 11 Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has
been gracious to me and I have all I need.” And because Jacob insisted, Esau
accepted it.

Connection Questions:
1. Take a moment to get in Jacob's shoes. Read about his bowing down before
his brother. What do you think that action meant? Why did Jacob and his
family bow down? What would "bowing down" to someone look like
today? Would we ever do that? Why or why not?

2.

Get into Esau's shoes. Looking back at his story, how was his relationship
with Jacob shaped by loss? How would you have felt about the relationship
with Jacob if you were Esau? What, then, do you think the significance is of
his saying he has "enough"?

2

3.

When Esau responds as he does, how does the meaning of Jacob's gift
change?

4.

Fill in the blank: Esau came to . . . . Jacob came to . . . . How did the actions
and attitudes of Jacob and Esau facilitate or inhibit these purposes?

5.

How is it possible to see the face of God in another?

6.

Name three ways in which someone could see the face of God in you? How
have you seen the face of God in others?
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