Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of September 10, 2017

Luke 18:9-14

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
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He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a
week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God,
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

Connection Questions:
1. What is your attitude toward prayer?

2.

What is the difference between talking to God and talking with God?
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3.

“Prayer is conversation with God” (Clement of Alexandria). Discuss.

4.

While many people find prayer natural and enjoyable, they may have long
stretches when it seems difficult, disappointing, or empty. Do you agree?
Explain.

5.

What prevents you from praying more than you do already?

6.

What hinders you from praying authentically?

7.

What do you think of this quote by William Temple, “When I pray,
coincidences happen, and when I don’t pray, they don’t.”?
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8.

Describe how our prayer life could easily make someone think that we view
God as a “genie in a bottle” (someone who exists to grant our wishes). How
do we balance our praying to help avoid this trap of only talking to God
about what we want right now?

9.

Suppose that one of your children or grandchildren comes up to you and
asks why she needs to pray if God already knows everything anyway and if
God already wants to give us what is best for us. How do you answer her?
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