Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of February 26, 2017

Matthew 21:21-22

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
21

Jesus answered them, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not
only will you do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 Whatever you
ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.”
New Living Translation (NLT)
21

Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you
can do things like this and much more. You can even say to this mountain, ‘May
you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. 22 You can pray for
anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it.”

Connection Questions:
1. What is prayer? What does prayer mean to you in your life?

2.

Who is the initiator of prayer? If you say God, what are the implications? If
you say people, what are the implications?
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3.

At first glance at our text, Jesus seems to be implying that if we are sincere
in our prayers, God will give us whatever we ask for. What are the dangers
of interpreting this text literally in this manner?

4.

Hyperbole is the exaggeration or overstatement of an idea in trying to get
your point across. Jesus often used hyperbole as a teaching tool. Can you
give some examples of Jesus using this teaching method? Why do you think
Jesus often used hyperbole as teaching points?

5.

Read our text aloud. What point was Jesus trying to make with hyperbole in
this specific text?

6.

There is a tendency to use prayer as a means to manipulate God into what
we like God to be. Discuss ways people use prayer in a manipulative way.
How can we guard against this tendency?

7.

A mature prayer life takes time, reflection, and perseverance to have real
value in the life choices we make. Discuss how you think we can grow in our
prayer life.
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8.

Paul prayed for a thorn in his side to be removed from him three times but
seemingly the thorn remained. Jesus cried once, “My God, why have you
forsaken me?” What might these responses teach us about prayer?

9.

Because God is bigger than we are, and more complex than we can
imagine, there is mystery involved in a mature prayer life. How does this
impact our understanding of prayer?
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