Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of January 22, 2017

John 3:1-10

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?”
New International Version (NIV)
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you
are doing if God were not with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can someone be
born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second
time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
6
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus
asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these
things?”
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Connection Questions:
1. Who was Nicodemus and what was his status among Jesus?

2.

Why did Nicodemus come to see Jesus at night?

3.

Read the questions with which Nicodemus confronts Jesus. Do you think he
was trying to understand Jesus’ message or was he poking fun at his
message?

4.

What did Jesus mean when he said “no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again”?

5.

Notice in our text that Nicodemus as well as Jesus ask a number of
questions. Why is asking questions important to our faith development?
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6.

Recall a time in your personal life when possibly asking questions has taken
you to a deeper relationship with God.

7.

Do you think our questions can lead us to know everything about God? If
not, why are questions important in faith development?

8.

Can you recall a time when someone has questioned you about your
understanding of God? If so, did the conversation help in any way to grow
in your faith?

9.

What does making the decision to grow in your faith mean to you?

10.

Discuss what you think it means to have a mature relationship with Christ.
How is a mature faith different from one that is just beginning?
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